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Editor’s Message
Welcome to our Diamond Jubilee edition of K News.  In this new look special edition we share with 
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on upcoming events within our 3 divisions throughout the UK & Ireland.

Don’t forget to use your smart phone to scan the code on the front cover or below, 
allowing you to read K News on your electronic browser.

I hope you enjoy the read and please get in touch using the feedback links throughout.

Lisa Blair 
(Marketing & Product Development Manager) For further information or to comment 

contact Feedback@Kilwaughter.com
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75 Years - Kilwaughter History

Kilwaughter Chemcial Co Ltd was was founded in 1939 by Charles S McDowell and Gerald 
McGladery. 

Limestone had been quarried and burned with anthracite or coal in open shaft kilns at Kilwaugter for 
more than one hundred years previously. Once burned the stone was converted to hydrated lime in the 
hydrating plant.  It was used in many linen factories as well as in building and the whitewashing of farm 
houses.  The burnt lime was used in agriculture, mortar and in town gas plants.

After the war Gerald McGladery took over the Belfast operation, known as Kilco Chemicals, while 
Charles McDowell became the sole proprietor of Kilwaughter Chemical Co Ltd.

In the nineteen fifties a milling machine was installed to make coarse powdered agricultural limestone. 
Burnt lime became too expensive for farming so that ground limestone quickly displaced it. Substantial 
government subsidies assisted sales of ‘aglime’.

In 1964 Charles’s son, John McDowell joined the business. Charles retired in 1966.
Soon after joining the business John modified some existing machinery to produce industrial grades 
of fine limestone which were sold for asphalt filler. Encouraged by its success further machinery was 
added to produce limestone powder for animal feeds, fillers for carpet and rubber industries. 

In 1989 the company manufactured it’s first render products, K Rend. After an initial three years of 
developing the products and getting a foothold in the market the business steadily expanded to where 
it is today. Now in it’s 25th year the K Rend brand has firmly established itself as a market leader. 
K Rend are the only UK manufacturer to incorporate in-house innovative silicone technology and are 
one of the first render manufacturers to have achieved the prestigious Kitemark license assuring vital 
quality, product safety and performance requirements are met.

John’s sons, Simon and Chris, joined the company in the nineties. They took over full operational 
responsibility in 2001. They have overseen massive reinvestment in new plant increasing capacity, 
leading to efficiencies and ensuring sustainable growth in all sectors.

One of the biggest changes over 75 years has been in mechanisation. In the 1930s horses and hand 
pushed bogies were used for transport within the quarry. All the stone was lifted manually until the mid-
1950s when a rope face shovel was introduced. A lot has changed since then with the company heavily 
investing in machinery as it has expanded.

Another big change has been the utilisation of computer technology, both for the control of machinery 
and revolutionising office life.  Such technology has benefited every department, ensuring Kilwaughter 
deliver the high level of service they are renowned for in the marketplace.
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Historical Photos
When the company was founded in 1939 we had no 
idea what the future held, nor did we realise just how 
successful our products would become.

Here is a selection of photos taken mostly in the 
1950’s.  The bottom right photo dates back to 1884 
- of the old bridge over the main driveway in to the 
company today.



Now in my 14th year with Kilwaughter I have seen many changes as the company continues to grow and diversify due 
to the continued investment in both people and plant. This has enabled us to introduce new products to enhance our 
existing ranges as market demands change and diversify into new market sectors, all whilst maintaining excellent levels 
of customer service.

Bill Martin, K Rend Technical Sales Consultant

I worked at Kilwaughter for 30 years.  It is a good family run company.  When I started there was a team of 12 employees 
and they built it up to what it is today - a market leader with 108 employees.
        John Shannon, retired Quarry Manager

I think the most significant thing about Kilwaughter is that even with the expansion over the years the owners are still 
approachable and you feel the natural team atmosphere.
        Trevor Richmond, Maintenance Supervisor

I worked for Kilwaughter for 20 years.  There were no computers originally, the newly introduced render product didn’t 
even have a name and my shorthand came in handy before e-mails.  Over the years the original mobile offices were 
extended to the large modern block they are today.

During my time with the company there were very few occasions when I didn’t want to go into work. I still call in from 
time to time knowing I will always be made very welcome, although there are many new faces among the old.     

I wish John, Simon, Chris and their families every success in the years ahead and also appreciate the quiet support they 
have given to NI Hospice and other charities over many years.  

 Iris Hagan, retired Finance

Our people are our biggest asset playing an important role in our future success.          

I began as a Mill Operator at Kilwaughter in 1965 and in my 49 years have seen a lot of change.  Even my job within the 
company changed and I moved onto my role as Maintenance Supervisor a job where you had to be able to think on 
your feet.
In the beginning, production was mainly agricultural limestone and hydrated lime, the company then began producing 
fine granular lime and in later years moved onto manufacturing K Rend. 

I really enjoyed my time at Kilwaughter, I was always happy about my work. John McDowell, Managing Director during 
my time, always treated me like a gentleman, I was given a position of trust and I respected him for it.

       John Frew, retired Maintenance Supervisor

I am impressed by the progress and growth I have seen during my time at Kilwaughter. The new lab is a sign that the 
company are forward thinking and innovative, it was a bold statement that facilitates progress for the long term not just 
the present day. That to me is important.
        Ross Savage, Research & Development Manager

What struck me most when I started in 1986 was how John McDowell treated all employees with respect and in return 
he was held in very high esteem by all employees - and still is to this day.       
 
         Irene Shannon, Credit Controller

During my time at Kilwaughter I have witnessed plenty of change as the company continues to grow, but noticeably in 
the last few years these have been rapid.

Alan Beggs, Plant Operator

We value our people.  Long serving employees past and present share their memories here...



Silicone Spray E Grade is now easier to spray, with improved handling properties. It is designed for 
use with most render spray machines and is ideal for larger projects where the speed of machine 
application can offer time saving benefits.

Regular E Grade user Alan MacKey Plastering Contractors Limited comments:

E Grade Improved

“I recently used the improved 
E Grade as the finish for a 
school and was really happy 
with the end result. It was 
easier to spray with better 
handling and the improved 
coverage means I’ll definitely 
be using it again.”
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Introducing K Rend Stipple Base...

K Rend Stipple Base is a cement based preparatory key coat which is used to improve the adhesion 
of renders to difficult substrates. It is polymer modified to ensure optimum bond to the substrate 
and is applied using a hawk and trowel, scrubbed into the surface and immediately textured to 
leave a rough stipple finish.

K Rend Stipple Base is designed for use as a stipple coat, it is described in EN 13914-1 and is 
manufactured to ISO 9001. 

At K Rend, innovation is key to our business success, Stipple Base is one of several new and improved 
products we have developed for the marketplace in 2014.

For technical advice and product specifications contact us 

E: Sales@K-Rend.co.uk 

T: 028 2826 0766

Stipple Base Launched
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New Stockist Amaroc
We are delighted to welcome new K Rend stockist Amaroc, 
who are focusing on the fast-growing external wall insulation (EWI) 
and render trade.  They have recently opened a new state-of-the-art 
showroom and training facility on the River Ray Industrial estate in 
Swindon and also launched a new e-commerce website, showcasing their vast range of products 
and expertise.

On Wednesday 10th September Amaroc & K Rend are hosting a breakfast morning from 8am – 
1pm at their premises in Swindon, giving render professionals the opportunity to get exclusive 
discounts and view K Rend product demonstrations.

Director Dan Godwin said “We look forward to welcoming professionals to show them our range of 
products, equipment and training facilities.  Everyone is welcome, come along and meet the team.”

Amaroc is run by four directors, who between them have more than 60 years experience in the 
trade, having worked on developments across the UK. Their combined experience has led to them 
dedicating the new business to supplying tried-and-tested products for trade customers.
For further information contact Amaroc:

T:  01793 496277
E: info@amaroc.co.uk 

Pictured: Mark & Phil of Amaroc with new partnership branding render display boards.
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K REND
Silicone Coloured Renders

Wed 10th Sept

8am to 1pm

Breakfast  Morning

Come and join us at the 
K Rend Breakfast Morning 
in conjunction with Amaroc.

Tea / coffee & bacon butties provided

Unit 9, River Ray Industrial Estate, Barnfield Rd, Swindon 

www.K-Rend.co.uk
12



Welcome to our new stockists
K Rend would like to extend a warm welcome to our new stockists. 
  

• Heiton Buckley
• Hackney Building Supplies
• Amaroc Limited, Swindon
• Huws Gray, Derby

At K Rend we like to support our stockists and provide help to promote the K Rend range.  

If you would like to become a stockist or would like marketing support then please get in touch:

T: 028 2826 0766  E: Marketing@K-Rend.co.uk

15

Our technical sales representatives have had a busy summer 
season offering technical support to many of our merchants 
across the United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland. 

Constantly striving to build relations with our network of 
builders merchants, we recently welcomed MKM, Anlaby, to 
our headquarters in Northern Ireland  to meet and learn from 
our technical team first hand.

This is one of serveral opportunities we provide for our 
merchants alongside trade days and information mornings.

Technical support for merchants

Investing in the future
Recently we have provided support for both Stockport and Kirclees 
College, who avail of our technical services to enhance the course 
they deliver to pupils.

With our assistance, the colleges are able to provide a wealth of 
technical knowledge.

Providing students and apprentices with experience in through 
coloured silicone render which will be to their advantage in the work 
place.

CPD Seminars 
K Rend currently offer 2 CPD seminars, 
which are open to anyone, not just 
architects.  They are:

• Principles of Render Application 
Over Masonry Substrates 

• New British Standards for External 
Render

Each presentation lasts 30 minutes 
and attendance is free of charge.  All 
registered RIBA & RIAI professionals 
can expect to obtain Category 1 CPD 
credits for attending.  

Architects that have completed CPD’s 
with us in the last 3 months include:

• City Architecture
• Reddy Architects & Urbanism
• Douglas Business Centre
• RKD Architects
• Portsmouth Council
• Accord Architecture
• Lyon & Co Architects
• Stride Treglown
• Powell Dobson
• CABE South West
• Richard Pedlar Architects
• Design & Building Management
• Acanthus Holden Architects
• Callingham Associates 
• Khoury Architects 
• Building Link Design Architects
• Jane Darbyshire & David Kendall    

To book a seminar contact us on:
T: 028 2826 0766     

E: CPD@K-Rend.co.uk

Ltd
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Unusual K Rend jobs 
Some of our customers have found quirky uses for K Rend. 
Whilst we don’t offer a specification for these kinds of jobs 
they are certainly very inspiring.

A big thank-you to Barry O’Donahue who posted a picture of 
his K Rend pizza oven to our facebook page. 

A customer from Cork also sent us a picture of a K Rend 
rendered bird box. 

As part of our ongoing investment to expand our business, Kilwaughter has added a new articulated 
dump truck to its fleet of vehicles. The JCB 718 Dumper holds up to 13 tonne of material. It is used 
to draw material from the mill house to all parts of the quarry. The new truck is a great addition to the 
quarry fleet.

New Articulated Dumper Truck
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Our 1 day training course based at HQ Larne offers a 65% hands on 35% class room learning experience.

On completion you’ll be more productive and will achieve optimum product performance. Greater 
product knowledge and effective training will impact positively on the reduction of wastage and rework, 
increasing your efficiency for future jobs.

Next available dates:  
30th September
28th October
25th November

Contact Niamh-Anne for info:

T: 028 2826 2138 

E: Producttraining@K-Rend.co.uk

K Rend Product Training
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ISO Survey Results
We are committed to constantly improving our customer service.   Every quarter we measure our 
service via a customer survey for each of our three divisions.  This is part of the criteria for our ISO 
certification, ensuring standards are met and exceeded.

The July results illustrated below and across speak for themselves, however if you feel we can 
improve our service to you, please do get in touch.

K Rend Results

   ServiceCustomer Service
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G-Lime Plant
In July 2012 Kilwaughter Chemical Co Ltd acquired the G-Lime brand and manufacturing facility in 
Belcoo, Co. Fermanagh.  Significant investment has been made in relocating the plant to Larne, as part 
of our continued growth strategy.

The plant was decommissioned and removed in stages.  It was then transported in numerous lorry loads 
from Belcoo to Larne where it is currently being rebuilt.  The major engineering project is progressing 
well (see above pics) and commissioning of materials is due to begin in November 2014.

G-Lime is a unique fast acting lime soil conditioner; it is specially formulated to help manage soil PH, 
improving soil fertility whilst optimising crop and grass performance.
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Camera 
Competition
Thanks to all who took part in our 
camera competition. The standard 
was high, but we have a winner!

Congratulations to Lee Eaton 
of G & L Plastering and 
Drylining Ltd. 

Lee submitted a beautiful photo of 
a completed K Rend project.  It was 
chosen as the winner because it was 
a sharp, high quality image meeting all 
the competition criteria set. 

There were no shadows present on 
the render and the photo was taken 
on a lovely blue sky day.  Lee your 
camera is making it’s way to you by 
courier. 

Below is a selection of photos sent in.



Since its launch in March over 1, 500 customers have contacted us 
through our online technical chat service.

We strive to deliver excellent customer service and are delighted that 
our new online service is proving to be a popular communication 
channel for our customers. 

Instant Technical Service

1500+ customers 

have used it!

Improvements to K Rend delivery days have continued!  The table across is a guide as to when you 
should expect to receive your order, with 95% of orders being delivered before 5pm.  We remain 
committed to constantly improving our service to our customers.

K Rend Delivery

June 
  95.5%

July 
  96.5%

August 
 98%

ORDER & DELIVERY DAYS

Order placed 
before 1pm 

order deadline

95% of orders 
will be

 delivered 
before 5pm

Monday Thursday

Tuesday Friday

Wednesday Monday

Thursday Tuesday

Friday Thursday

Anniversary Competitions

In line with our 75 year company anniversary and 25 year K Rend 
anniversary, we are running a few customer competitions.

First 50 customers to tweet @KRendRenders 
#25years will win a K Rend branded beeny hat.  
Just in time for the cooler season coming in!

During the month of September look out for our 
K Rend 25th anniversary logo on your delivery 
pallet and win a K Rend branded Regatta coat!
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National Ploughing Championships 2014
The 2014 National Ploughing Championships will take 
place  from 23rd to 25th September at Ratheniska, 
Stradbally, Co Laois.

We will be exhibiting at the trade show to promote our 
popular CubiCal, MasterCal and G-Lime products to 
the agricultural industry.

 ExhibitionsExhibitions

We have chosen to expand our exhibition attendance 
giving you more opportunities to meet us face to face. 
This year come visit us at the National Homebuilding 
Show in your area:

• Olympia London, 26th - 28th September

• Somerset, 22nd -23rd November

Homebuilding & Renovating Shows

Tatton Park Flower Show 2014
Kilwaughter Lime was used on a project by Jonathan 
Price Landscaping, at the Royal Horticultural Society 
Tatton Park Flower Show, July 2014 (see right).

Jonathan chose our lime for its colour, texture and soil 
enhancing properties, with beautiful results.

a day in the life of
Each edition we focus on the daily tasks and 
routines of an employee. This edition we focus on 
Claire McCafferty, our Human Resources and 
L & D Co-ordinator.

A typical day...
Claire McCafferty

Claire is the first point of contact for all HR administrative queries. She is 
responsible for providing recruitment administrative support, drafting contracts for 
new employees and liaising with recruitment agencies. Her role also incorporates 
review of candidate applications, collating equality returns and organising 
interviews.

Once a job offer has been made, Claire checks that all of the candidate’s 
information on their application is correct including qualifications and references. 
On commencement of employment, she carries out a HR company induction and 
organises any training identified by the Manager that the new team member might 
need. She also collates ongoing training information for current staff in line with 
company goals. Claire provides administrative support to the employee review 
process and updates the HR management computer system with information such 
as sick absence information.

“Working for Kilwaughter Chemical Company is an absolute pleasure, I get great 
satisfaction knowing my role supports every member of the Kilwaughter team in 
various ways, from helping to source the right candidate for a particular role to 
developing our current staff by supporting their learning and development needs. 
Kilwaughter is an excellent place to work; the company invests heavily in staff 
training. Personal development is very important to both my own career progression 
and that of my colleagues and I will continue to work tirelessly to assist the HR 
Manager to bring new training opportunities and job opportunities to fruition.”
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New staff
Due to our continued business success we are expanding.  We are pleased to introduce some new 
customer facing team members...

Graeme Bennett
Operations Manager
Bringing a wealth of experience 
in operations management we 
are delighted to welcome him to 
the team.

Jayne-Marie McNeill
Office Administrator
We welcomed graduate Jayne-
Marie recently to our team to 
undertake receptionist and 
administration duties.

We’re recruiting
Our Values … It’s who we are

Reliable: We work together and are committed to exceptional service to ensure our success.

Innovative: We encourage creative thinking to deliver efficiency and customer benefits.

Responsible: We put safety first, we are accountable for our behaviour and we act for the long term.

Current vacancies
Project / Process Engineer
To contribute to the process/project engineering requirements of the company, focusing on engineering design, 
procurement, implementation, commissioning, validation and optimisation of processes and utility equipment to the 
highest industrial standards.  Closing date 12 noon 15th Sept 14.

Multi-Skilled Maintenance Fitter – Electrical biased
Preventative maintenance on machines and equipment, emergency machine break response throughout the plant. 
Involvement with new design, installation and movements of existing machines.  Closing date 12 noon 15th Sept 14.

Our people matter
Join us, we offer a range of career opportunities!

Our people make us different.

Talented, committed people, passionate about our customers striving to exceed customer expectations.

We invest in our people to ensure that we continue to excel at what we do. To help us grow and develop 
further we seek out new talent to join us.  Make a positive step in your career and join Kilwaughter!

Engineering opportunities
We are interested in talented and experienced Engineers.  We continue to invest in new technology and 
plant and have ongoing projects as well as a comprehensive project pipeline.  We share our success 
and offer a competitive reward package.

Interested in finding out more our opportunities?  
Check out our website for career opportunities or contact our HR team: 
T:  028 2826 0766   E:  recruitment@kilwaughter.com  

We support future talent
We’d love to meet with you to share how we stand out from other employers and to share our career 
opportunities with you.  We’re keen to offer you employment application advice and assistance and 
also to discuss the skills and competencies that we seek out.  

Hot off the press...
We are delighted to have been shortlisted for an ‘Excellence in People 
Development’ business award.
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Kilwaughter Castle
Kilwaughter Castle is situated a few hundred yards from our HQ, Kilwaughter, Larne, N. Ireland. The castle dates 
from 1566, and was owned by the Agnew family who obtained it from King James VI. It offered shelter for American 
officers during both World War I and II. After the Second World War the castle was left unoccupied and fell into ruin.

In the grounds of the castle lies a graveyard that had become dilapidated over the years. Recently Kilwaughter 
Chemical Company employees gave up their free time to restore and tidy the graveyard at the castle. As part of 
our long term sustainability project, new plants and trees have been planted on the edge of the castle grounds.  
Although the castle remains in ruins, the grounds are still worked to this day as a thriving farm business.

Kilwaughter Castle, 2014.

Kilwaughter Castle, 1982.

Summer cycling at 
Kilwaughter
The summer cycling season spun into action with 
the Kilwaughter employees taking part in 3 events: 
Bangor Coastal Challenge, Belfast to Dublin 
Maracycle and a Lap of the Lough.
 
They are now gearing up for The Giant’s 
Causeway Coast Sportive on Sat 13 Sep. 

For info visit: wwwgiantscausewaycoastsportive.com

Fantastic Mr Fox 
visits Kilwaughter
Kilwaughter had a lively and inquisitive visitor last 
month as a young fox was found exploring our 
render manufacturing facility. 

The curious cub was thought to have climbed down 
the quarry edge but got into difficulty as he tried to 
climb back up.

The Kilwaughter team worked together to catch 
the cub and it was released back into its natural 
environment.

A happy bunny
The Kilwaughter team also rescued a baby rabbit 
that was found on the main site road. Once the 
rabbit had been warmed up it was released in a safe 
area close to the quarry.

The fox that was found onsite and returned to the wild.

The bunny that was found onsite and returned to the wild.

Kilwaughter employees at the start of the Maracycle.



www.Kilwaughter.com

       For ROI Sales
Classis, Ovens, Co. Cork, Ireland
Tel: 021 4872733  Fax: 021 4871705

Email: Sales@Kilwaughter.com
www.Kilwaughter.com

Kilwaughter Chemical Co Ltd
For UK Sales
9 Starbog Rd, Larne, Co. Antrim, N. Ireland, BT40 2TJ
Tel: 028 2826 0766   Fax: 028 2826 0136
Email: Sales@Kilwaughter.com
www.Kilwaughter.com

KILWAUGHTER CHEMICAL 
COMPANY LIMITED

KILWAUGHTER LIME K LANDSCAPESK REND

Construction

Silicone Renders, Construction Mortars,
Natural Hydraulic Lime, uPVC Beads

Industry & Agriculture

Limestone Sands, Aggregates and Calcium 
Carbonate Powders

Landscaping

Natural Stone Landscaping Products,
Decorative Stones, Slate, Gravels, Cobbles & 
Pebbles

One Company: Three Divisions


